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Reverend Mr. BROOKE. 


—.— 


gz to your Perſon, and 
Character, except from 


THE. LATE TREATISE; 
with which you have 


willing to ſupply that Defect, and remove, 
as far as poſſible; that Misfortune, by in- 
troducing myſelf in this Manner to your 
Knowledge, by this early Congratulation 
of you upon the Defence of the primitive 
Writers, and by giving you the beſt Spe- 
cimen I can of the Sincerity of it, in my 
Reſolution to co-operate with you in * 
3 — 3M 2 : OT 


know but little of your 


obliged the World, Lam = 


„ wt at ers * 
r SET 5 


GN 
of the PRINcIr AL PoinTs you have in 
Leaving it therefore to others to do Juſ- 
tice to your Merit, and to yourſelf the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of meaning well to Religion, 
and being conſiſtent in the Defence of it; 
which will be a conſtant Fund of Satisfac- 
tion to you, if the other ſhould fail; 1 
ſhall not here beſtow any other Enco- 
miums (though many other are due) on your 
late Performance, than by inſiſting upon 
one peculiar Excellence in it, which I intend 
to copy. Vp: 
I have long obſerved with Concern the 
dark and intricate Method of proceeding 
in thoſe who are like to be the chief Mana- 


gers in this Diſpute ; and what little Pro- 
bability there is of ever arriving at the 


true State of Things through ſuch Diffi- 
cplties and Perplexities, as are daily thrown 


upon it. But in Lon, I think, I ſee a Rec- 
titude and Sincerity of Heart, and in your 
Mort a Plainneſs and Simplicity of Method 


very ſingular and extraordinary in theſe 


Times of Refinement, and in ſome mea- 


ſure approaching to the rare Examples of 
thoſe happier Ages which belong to your 
Subject. You have ſhewn the Danger of 


Dr. M——:'s Hypotheſis ſo manifeſtly, 
deſcribed its Connexion with the FALL or 
CuRr1sTIANITY jo minutely, and detected 


the Hypoerify or Inconfiftency of his Oppo: 


ſers 


18 
ſers . openty, that you have at leaſt afford- 
ed us of the Laity one Inſtance of a Puig, 
in whom no Prieſtcraft is left. : 
I don't know whether I ought not to 
aſk Pardon of a Man of your Character for 
. ſuch a Compliment on your Sincerity, tho 
ever ſo well intended, and whether your 
Reſpect to Eccleſi aſtical Antiquity, and the 
Dignity of your Order will not make you 
offended with any Reflexions on your Bre- 
thren, though they end in your own Credit; 
. promiſe however not to hazard an y thing 
of. this Nature for the future: and proceed 
directly to the Buſineſs in hand. 

It is very probable, that I ſhould ; 
given myſelf no Trouble in this Matter, if 
what you have already ſaid about it, had 

been in Engliſb and not in Latin; but as 
I thought it requifite that the Engliſb Rea- 

dier ſhould have the Benefit of at. Ohr- 
vat ions, fince it is to him that this Diſpute 
is principally directed, I ſhall ſhew in as 
ſhort and plain a Manner as I can the Mas 

 niresT Daxces of Dr. M — is Plan 
to CHRISTIANITY, and the Weakneſs - 2 
that Mriter's Conduct, in whatever Light 
he be conſidered, either as Deiſt or Cri V 
tian; I will moreover ſhew the Incon- 
ſiſtency of /uch among his Oppoſers, as ſay 
that Pu APosTOLIC MIRACLES ARE SAFE, 
though Hos of THE FATHERS ARE IM= 
POSTUREsS: I will expols the 7 Deal- 


N ing 


in which I ſhall endeavour to evince, bx 


Fe yew 


'F&3 


* of fuch on both Sides, as flucuate in 
their Principles, and 1 will unfold the 


dark and concealed Deſigns both of Orthc= 


dox and Heterodox Art. 

The Sum and Subſtance of Dr. M's 
Scheme, as given us in bis own n is as 
follows: | 

There is no ſuſlaient Reaſon to bes 
< lieve from the Teſtimony of Antiquity, 


« that ANY MIRACULOus PowERs did ever 
* actually ſubſiſt in any Ace or THE 


_ * CuvuRcH after the Times of the Apoſtles *. 


And immediately afterwards he farther 
explains the Meaning of THIS ASSERTION | 


as follows: 


But this will be they proper Buſineſs 


* of my LARGER WoRxK above mention'd ; 


« particular Facts and Teſtimonies, what 


e this general View of the Queſtion, and the 
„ Reflexions naturally ariſing from it, 


« previouſly diſpoſe us to ſuſpect, that he 
&* pretended Miracles of the primitive Church 
c were ALL MERE FICTIONS; which the 

« pious and zealous Fathers, pattly from a 


« weak Credulity, and partly from Reaſons 


« 'of Policy; believing ſome perhaps to be 


4 true, and knowing ell of them to be uſe- 


I * were MP to eſ _ . pro- 
0 | _—  - - Pagate| 


aut Dice to ae Vt dell hw 
publiſhed, Sc * 


ate for the Sake of a righteous 
Here we ſee at one View, and” without 
any Exception or Reſerve, what great Exe- 
cution this LAR GER WoRK is to bring about; 
or to ſpeak in a Style more ſuitable to the 
Importance of the Occaſion, what immeiſe 
Deſtruction is threatened to Antiquity from 
this impending Storm, aud what little Pro- 
bability there is even of ov MIR ACI E being 
ſaved from the univerſal Shipwreck of the 
primes Tomes: © fo og 
But we may depend upon it, the 
will not ſtop here, you have already ſhewn 
by Reaſons never to be confuted, that it 
muſt ſtill extend itſelf to the Apos rot 1c 
' AGE ; nay, and that even THE MiRACLes // | 
or CHRIST have ſo ea a Conformi 
with thoſe of his Diſciples, and thoſe of bis 
Diſciples with 1 HOSE of THe FATHERS, 
that ALL OF THEM mbuſt take THEIR 
FATE, whether good or bad, together, 
For what is it, I pray you, that can 
make a Difference in their Lot? and what 
refined or Polemic Skill can 
rate Things 
ſo as to deſtroy 
Were the Ape 
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fo nicely ſepa- 
that have but one common Lii 
- ther * the ofber £ 

s plain and ingenuous Men, 
that abhorred the Thoughts of 119pofing upon 
their Fellow- Creatures? so WER E 


one and 


„1d. ibid: 
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bd bart. FaTntrs. Were THz FORMER duely and 

Properly acquainted with the State of things, 
Fal. they relate? So WER THE LATTER, 'Were 

THE ONE ſaid to be endued with miracu- 
227 wu — de Powers themselves, ſo as to make it 
| /mpoſlible for them to err in their Ac- 
E = counts ? so WERE THE OTHER. In ſhort, 
FECT _— did THE ONE DYE, or profeſs themſelves 

ache ready to dye for the Truth of what they 

aſſert ? TRE OTHER were not at all behind 


1 


. ĩ 


Db 


* 


„ Ron, or in their actually ſuffering 
Neither is there a 4% Similitude be- 

— the Relaters of theſe Facts, than the 
. Nature and End of theſe Facts themſelves, 


| Were the Miracits of ChRIST AND His 
4 „Arosriks wrought for the Confirmation 
= ral 2 of a Religion, which brought Life and Im- 
7.45 Jo. mortality to Light ? SO WERE THOSE OF THE d 
4 PRIMITIVE: CHRISTIANS. Were THE FORMER 
f Ah ſalutely neceſſary in the Foun 
1 Goſpel ! ? SO WERE THE LATTER IN ITS PR- 
f rrion. Did THE ONE conſiſt in a great 
e of ſuch Works, as were proper to 


emoliſh the Power of Satan, and diſpoſſeſs 
him of bis Empire over Mankind ? So DID. 
„ Did TAE OE anſwer. f 
I Benelcence of God, as well as the Circum- 
ances of the Prophecy i in Iſaiah, that“ all 

de manner of Diſeaſes ſhould be cured ; that 
the Lame ſhould leap as an Hart, and 


'* that the * of * Dumb ſhould 
2 501 9 : 


them, either in their Reſolution to ſuffer 


* 


te ſing 7” So Dip TRE OTHER, Did Tf oz 
ſometimes proceed farther than this, even 
to the raiſing of the Dead from a State of 


Putrefaction? So Dp THE oTHER, In ſhort, 
had THz oN nothing ab/urd of ridiculons 
in their Circumſtances, nothing that could 


induce #5 70 Judge them either unworthy of 


God, ot unſuitable to the End for which 
they were wrought? Tu is we may ven- 


ture to pronounce without any Heſitation 


ON THE OTHER, | 
But we have nt yrt done with the Pa- 


rallel between the MiRAclLES or THE FIRST. 
CHRISTIANS, and thoſe of CHRIST AND RIS 


 AvrosrLes, either in regard Fo their Natur 
or Evidence. Do the MiracLes or THE 
AposTLEs reſt almoſt entirely upon the Aus 


Lge eee 


_ thority of one Mriter, St. Luke? The Mi- 

RACLES or THE FATHERS reſt upon the Au- 
thority of many, Are THOSE or CnrisT 
founded chiefly upon the Teſtimony of 
two Writers, St. Matthew and St. John? 
THost OF THE PRIMITIVE TIMES are founded 
upon more. Are theſe two Writers more 
unexceptionable Witneſſes, than any other 
two amongſt THE FIRST CurisTIANS? On 
what account? Their Intigrity? The contrary 


has juſt now been ſhewn. Their Knows 


ledge of the Fats? The Evidence of Bye- 


Sight was common to all. The Circtm- 

frances of the Miracles hemſelves? Idefy 
the moſt conſummute Art to ſhew any In- 
MAIL ID SCH B | 
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(100 
feriority in hi Reſpect on the Part of the 
JJ 
Vou muſt take notice, Sir, that in his 
Compariſon, I ſtick cloſe to my Guide, and 
will not follow you or any one elſe beyond 
the runzsr Acts; and in this Reſpect give 
me Leave to ſay, that I have not hitherto 
done my Argument Juſtice, St. Matthew 
and St. Fobn were not always Eye-witneſſes 
of the Mix AcLESs oF OUR SAVIOUR, nor Sf, 
Luke of thoſe or THz ArosTLEs. We know 
from mmfallible Authority that the Diſciples 
of Chriſt frequently attended on the Buſi- 
. neſs of their Profeſſion after they became 
Converts to the Goſpel. And as to St. 

Like, the very Nature of his Hiſtory ren- 
ders ſuch a clear degree of Evidence im- 
poſſible. Add to this, that the Apoſtles are 
in the preſent Caſe ſuppoſed to relate only 
fuch Facts as were done by others; in ſome 
of which (as in the Ejection of Devils, 
which is here nt, meant) there was 
greater Room for Collufion, than when 
they were done by themſelves, Whereas 
the FaTHERs proclaim with ox: Voice, 
that they were not only Eyz-Wirtwzsszs 
of this Sort of Miracles, but likewiſe 
brought them about themſelves in the Face 
of the wore WI. 

I do not mean by this to caſt any Re- 
flexion on the Evidence of the GoseeL- 
IRACLES, It is almoſt impoſſible for any 
110 = Þ Evidence 


* 


5 
= 
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(6 
Evidence upon the whole to be more for- 
cible; but if any can be, it is that which 
we are conſidering. And becauſe there is 
yet one thing of the laſt Conſequence on 
this Head, which ſeems ſo much to give 
the Superiority to the Goseer-MigacLes, 
that it would not only be unfair to paſs it 
over; but, as I have no other Concern in 
this Diſpute than to ſee it ſettled upon it's 
true Bottom, it would be imprudent alſo, 
The Superiotity I mean is in ſome of egg. 
thoſe grand and ſolemn Prodigies, ſuch as * i 7 25 8 
were hes and heard by 3 Multitudes 7, -.. Is j 
of People at once, and of conſequence 9 
better calculated to remove all Suſpicions 
of, Impoſture, than thoſe which were either 
done before a ſelect Company, or by rea- 
ſon of the Crowd, or other Circumſtances 
could be looked into but by few; of this: 
kind were the Dazxwess at the Passion ape 
and the Voice, which St. Johm mentions as 
proceeding}; FROM HEAVEN in the Hearing 
of the Jewiſh People F. 1 | 
But how are zee faperior to ſome of 
the ſame aſtom ſbing kind in EccLEs1iasT1- 
* car HISTORY? Was the DARKNESS AT THE 
Passiox better ſuited to alarm the World 
than TRE EARTH WAK E AND IR RUPTIONS 
or FIRE AT JervsALEM? Ts it atteſted b "2 
better Evidence? Do the Teſtimonies of the 1 


B 1 raus 5; 


Matt. ch. xxvii. 4 John. eb. xii. b. 28. | £ 


e n to * k APY Saanen 
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roux AposTtts putweigh the vniTED T- 
STIMONIES of the His roRI ANS of Tris Tims 2 
If they do, is not the Defect in the latter 
9 — tupply'd' by the CONCURRENCE | 
er Exemizs? Is not the full Variety of 

Circumſtances in Marcellinis about this Point 
vaſtly. ſuperior to the ami ¹,Eñd ones of 
Phlegan about the other? And is not the 
Confeſſion af Julian the Perſon princi- 
paliy concerned io diſpute it, a ſupernume- 
rary Evidence of the laſt conſequence to the 
Truth of this great Event? The Voice AO 
Heaven before the whole Feuiſb Prople was 


indeed ſurpriſing, but not more than THAT, 
which happened before a r Mor 


TUDE or HEATHENS at the MARTTR DOM o 


 PoLycake, The Uſe and Intent of them 
beth ſeem to have been the ſame. They 


are equally recorded by Perſons who heard 


it; only the Relation or ov is delivered 


down to us in the Name of a + corLze- 
TIvz Bop or Max, the Relation of cho 


ornzx by the ae aide a N WEE 


00 

This rden is thes FIRST "LIEN 
ariſing from this Scheme to CurrsTIAaNITyY ; 
in the Management of which I muſt intreat 


- <6 


ſince 
„„ Cant 2 . 
+ LAS * "I + „ „ 9 % S * 
* E piſt. — 


5 5 piſt. — apud ud Bulcb. "Hiſt. Eccl, Atta Poly- 
oh Ruinart, | $ 
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fince it will require all his Art to diſtin- 
guiſh it away. Proceed we now to THE 
SECOND, 

If the FaTHtrs are not to be BELIEVED 
in their Relation of axy or THE MixAckxs 
they so conFIDENTLY appeal'd to; it muſt 


be, becauſe they were cxEDULOvUS, becaufe” 


they were IMyosToRs, or becauſe they were 
orn. The Do#or, being reſolved to make 
ſure Work, charges them with the laſt; 
and ſays that * theſe Relations were part- 
<< ly owing to their Belief, partly to. their 
0 Policy; which, by the Train of Things 
at preſent in A itation, r be 
called tx F law © N 
Well then, we Wee now got to a "riſing. 
Ground as well as the Doctor, from which 
indeed we have not ſ% fair and pleaſant 


a View of Things; but from whence. we. | 


may ſee at leaſt, if ruis Seuxxx takes place, 
that the FAruzxs ace pete 


from being WITNESSES TO ANT Pol NT WRAT. 
soEVER, wherein the Honour or THEIR RE 
Lief was concerned. For. if any two 
Things can make a Man unfit, to bear his 
Teſtimony to Pruth, it muſt be the WAK 


NESS OF His Hz ap, and the Bapxzss or 11s 
Hzanr; and the poor Fathers had zotn.. 


"Ph malignant as this Conjunction of 


theſe ago '0 b Qualities AY be, it ſeems we 


have 
» Introductory Diſcourſe, Oc. p. 4 
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60 We ) 
have nothing elſe to depend upon for the 
VERY EXISTENCE OF OUR REeL1G10N ; and the 
Canon or SCRIPTURE ITSELF is derived to 
us from this Source, than which nothing 
can be more corrupt. For if ſuch Wit 
neſſes are not to be believed (as certainly 
they are not) in regard to Facts which ap- 
peared, before them, and which they ow BY 
not eaſily be deceived in; how are they to 
be believed in regard. te the GENUINENESS, 
or CERTAIN Books, which it required Pene- 
tration to judge of, Induſtry to ee 
and Fidelity to tranſmit. e 
But the F act, in regard to the ( nuine- 
neſs of theſe Books was, the Doctor ſays, - 
Matter of Notoriety. Notoriety 2 Howdoes 
it appear? From the TzsTiMoxy, 08; THE) | 
 Parazns?; Wehave juſt now.ſetn ao bar that. 
was. From N Inability to impoſe theſe 
Books upon us, though they were ever /o. 
well inclined? But how is bis — 
made out? Were not ruxss WRITE RS as 
much or more concerned about the Founp a- 

' TION OF CHRISTIANITY, as THE SurkkSsTRVc- 
run? And if /o, would not they naturally 
hape taken the /ame Pains to give falſe Ac- 

counts of onz, as the orHER ? Was it not 

as much tberr Intereſt, that the Min ACLES. 

or CHRIST AND His AeosTLEs ſhould be true 
— THEIR own ?, And would not they of 

1 8 


13 * Diſcourſe, Qc. p. ut. 
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Conſequence endeavour as much to tranſ- 
mit theſe Books to Poſterity, which re- 
corded the former, as ſuch Writings of 
their 6wn, as recorded the latter? In ſhort, 
you may ſift this Matter as you pleaſe, you 
will find 79 greater Diſſimilitude in the 
Nature of the two Sorts of 'Teſtimonies 
_ bere, than we did in the Nature of the-two / 
Sorts of Miracles before, The ssc 
DaxckR TOCHRISTIANITY is of the ſame Na- 
ture with the F1R$ST ; and Imuſt call upon 
the learned Dactor to diſtinguiſh once more. 
I have-taken it for granted, in the Courſe 
of this Treatiſe, that the exterminating 
Plan of the Doctor did not admit of any 
onE MIRACLE fince the ArosToLIC Times : 
and this Concluſion I thought as well the 
Thread of his general Reaſoning, as the 
particular Expreſſions before ſelected, au- 
thorized me to make, But you I ſee have 
taken a different Rout, and have ſuppoſed 
that the Doctor has 70 Deſign of excluding 
ſuch extraordinary Miracles, as were brought 
to paſs by the ſuperiour Being, without the 
Agency of Chriſtians. Upon what Grounds 
you make this Conceſſion, or whether you 
make it juſtly, IJ know not. It is however 
but of little Concern either Way, fince as 
79 rightly obſerve, there ſeems to be no 
- Reaſon whatever for any fort of ſuperna- 
tural Operations by one of theſe _—_ 
: G 4-3 1 | . kf ” — a rat er 


* 
we 


rather than another. So that why the 
fupreme Being ſhould condeſcend to put 
Bis great Deſigus in Execution ſometimes 
by the Agency of natural Things, and ne- 
ver 1 Agency of his ſaithful Servants, 
is a Diſtinction that the Door has yet to 
make. Whatever he may think of his 
| own Sagacity, or however he may plume 
Ss. himſelf upon his row Exploits, theſe. 
1 Difficulties upon his Hands, though hey 
1 have ever been ſo accuſtomed to laughter, 
will find him Wort enough; and it may 
be no great Inſtance of Foreſight to pre- 
«ZZ, that before he ſettles them to the 
Satisfaction of hir Countrymen, his Lite 
will be worn out in their Service. There 
ſeems nothing therefore left for him to do, 
but either to with-hold his LAX ER Work 
from a zhank/efs and il. judging World, or 
ſend it out defenceleſs and expoſed, with 
only the © conſcious Satisfaction of having 
done his Duty, of having left a Palladium 
for tho. eternal Security of the Proteſtant. 
Cauſe.; and having left it too with a Gene- 
roſay never to be parallell a, to a Sett of 
N 0 and ungrateful Men, who neither 
acknowledge it as 4 Favour, nor under- 
// ĩ ͤ ᷑ AG ne 
And now having ſhewn in common with 
Jon the weniger Banca that is like to 
ariſe from TH1s SCHEME to CHRISTIANITY; it 
5 | may 


627575 
may not eaſily be imagined by an-1mpar- 
tial Judge, that we were A ociutes in 
Dei ſin, and pleading the Cauſe of Infidelity: 
But What will not Deſbair attempt, or 
Artiſice bring about? The Doctor has al- 
ready brought this Charge againſt a hame- 
leſs Writer, who has not been balf jo ex- 
plicit on this Subject as ourſelue. 
Upon my: firſt and haſty Peruſal, ſays 
e the Doctor, of theſe anonymous "Obſer- 
da tions, IJ could not help conſidering 
them as the Work of ſome y Unbeliever, 
* who under the Maſk of Zeal for the 
« Honour of the Goſpel, and a Pretence of 
« Fears and Jealouſies from the Freedom 
te of the Hitroductory Diſcourſe, Was craf- 
e tily pointing out every Topic and Paf< 
* {age of it, which by any Art or Faroe 
*© could be rained to the Advantage of 
„ the Infidel-Gauſe.”  - 1 (4 = 
But as this is only an 7nconfidergble 
Specimen of: the many unfair Arts, which 
the Doctor has made uſe. of in the Manage- 
ment of this Subject; and as ONE PRINCI- 
val Intent of THis Work was to diſplay 
them at large, let us proceed to the ref: 
That which has been 5 nov intimated, is 
of much {ne Conſequence, and is much 
more finely imagined; by. which the Doctor 
hopes to make the fmpic Reader believe, that 
the Plan which he has propoſed, is in Fa- 
vour of the RrroRMED RELIGION, and that if 
n 


(15) 
there was to be any Diſpute about it, it 
ſhould naturally be between ProTEsT ans 
and CAaTHOLICKS. - EE 
* I found myſelf, ſays + the Doctor, 
t particularly excited to this Taſt by what 
* I had occafionally obſerved and heard of 
© the late Growth of Por Ex in this King- 
„ dom, and the great Number of Porisn 
Books which have been printed and 4i/- 
« perſed amongſt us, within theſe few 
« Years; in which Ztheer Writers make 
* much uſe of that Prejudice in Favour of 
% PRIMIITWI ANTIQUITY, which prevails 
c even in THIS PROTESTANT CounTRy, 
te towards drawing weak People into their 
« Cauſe; and ſhewing their Worſhip to be 
the beſt, becauſe it is moft conformable to 
de that AurIENT PATTERN. But the moſt 
e powerful of all Arguments, and what 
&« gains them the moſt Proſelytes, is theit 
tc confident Atteſtation of Miz acres, as 
« ſubſiſting till in their Church, and the 
clear Succeſſion of them, which they 
„ deduce through 4 Hiftory, from the 
c AposTLEsS TIMES down TO THEIR OWN. 
It is an Obſervation of the Naturalifts, 
that every Creature is ſenſible of it's 07: 
Strength ; that even the-moſt ſtupid natu- 
tally urge what is mo? uſeful in their De- 
' Fence ; that even Bulls aim their Horns, 
*L 3. #13 CET SINE» 5 e 
ene, 


es. + Introduct. Diſc. Cc. p. 4. 
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1 
©* and Aſſes lift their Heels.” It is like- 
wiſe another Obſervation as true, that 
Men are for the moſt part more than or- 
dinarily quick and clear-fighted in all tboſe 


Points where their Intereſt is at Stake; and 


of conſequence it would be next to im- 
poſſible that a Race of the moſt learned and 
ſagacious Men, that perhaps any Age has 


produced, ſhould be ſo ſtrangely infatuated, 


as not to know their ſtrong Holds in a Mat- 
ter, which they've principally ſtudied, and 
which is their principal Concern. 

But as it may be thought as weak in me 
ſeriouſly to confute this Sort of Artiſice, as 
it is in the Doctor to make uſe of it, and to 
mention only ſuch things may be ſufficient, 
I proceed in my Deſign. AnoTHER LI RICK, 


which the Doctor has invented to varniſb 


over his Scheme, is drawing a SYSTEM OF 
PRIMITIVE THEOLOGY from the Writings 
of a certain Viſionary, whoſe Head is not 


more diſorder d by Fanaticiſm than his 


Heart corrupted by Diſaſfection. By which 


means he hopes to exhibit ſuch an wnlovely 


Picture of the SæxTIMENTS AND PRACTICES 
or ANTIQUITY, as to make all bis Readers 
as averſe to the Teſtimnony of the rRIMI-“ 
TIVE, WRITERS, as they are to THEIR REa- 
SoNINGS. As if in reality there was any 
Connexion between theſe vide Extreams; 


and as if it did not daily and hourly hap- 


C 2 pen 


5 | 


1 


pen that we deſpiſe a Man's ARGUING, when 
we believe his Ere-SiGHT: ) - 

Whoever will ſee this ftrange Artifice 
drawn out at large, he muſt conſult the 
Docrok's © PREFACE ITSELF, I but juſt 
draw up the Veil, becauſe I haſten to — 
notice of another Piece of Cunning ſtill more 
 difingenuous and mean. The Doctor, it 
ſeems, has got fortunately into his Hands a 
Dealer in Antiquity and Rebelliun, and is 
reſolved to make the moſt of him. The 
Uſe he puts him to, is much of the ſame 
Ser: with that, which he put the unxon- 
TUNATE FOURTH CENTURY to before. For 
as then, in the Doctor's Scale of Reaſoning, | 
the Mizactzs or THE) FOURTH CENTURY | 
tainted them of the Tninp, THE Tum 
tainted THE Sxconb, and Tux Szconp the 
Finsr; ſo at preſent a Fondneſs for the 
FarnRS Zaithts a Man with Popzxv, Po- 
PERY  Zaints him with Jacogirrsn, and : 
JaconTiSM taints him with REBELLIow. 

But that 10 Complaint of N. pre | 
* _— be made, born 

o 

. could * cer THOSE" Trane 
« of PRIMuTTIVE CnRISTIAUrrV, when pub= _ 
% liſted by ProTESTANTS in any other 
** "Light; yp as PRELIMINARY ARTICLES, . 
«7 Neren * the Rowen . as the 

GROUND 


Y Remarks on two Pamplilets, &e. Preface, p. 37. 
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«© GROUND of a Tzxz xTY. of Pride and RE | 
ec CONCILIATION 3. in which the few- re- 


* Projet? of an Un ton with: Ron, has 

* ever been the fond Wiſh of ALL TOS 

« ZzaiotTs' of our ChurcH, - Who draw 
<< their religious Principles from PRIMITIVE 
cc Ax TIyptrr. “ 

"A _—_ ing of the Character, of the 
Aut mentioned; He * is a Pa- 
of har tay Pu nsr, yet a SEPARATIST from 

„ the Communion of ours Prorasrant 
«t CavRcn, diſaſfected to its PRESENT CO. 
«© srrbrion, and conſequently © to the 
© PRESENT GOVERNMENT, on which ite 
Security depends. This is the xz At CM. 

 «'RACTER, Which bis Writings ſuggeſt 3 
44 this; the NATURAL Counsz of urs Pum- 
errrxs, When frankly avowtd and" puſbrd 
© to THEIR ' FULL- Lino 3 PaiNcihLies, * 
„Which among | Paoresrants will ever 

produce the worſt Fruits, when they take 
root in the bet Minds, will — the 

_ <© pureſt Heart, make even the Sincerity of 
«© Men dangerous to SocizTY, and: fer 

« form a Pius ZzALOUs Cunts ran into an 

% EnzMy To 16 Covonray. Tet Taber arc 
** the Princietzs which the Caivigans, 
8 the Braminans, the STzvz1ucs, are-fo 


wy 


4 
* 
i 
o 
5 
od 


i 


7 * Ibid. p. 38. 


„ 

% zealouſly aſſerting and recommending 
% to THis PROTESTANT 'KinGDoM,” , © 
If Thad not been by this Time ſiaſſicient- 
ly acquainted with the Do#or's Manner. 
I ſhould have looked with Horrour on my 
own Condition, and trembled at the Gulf 
which was laid open before me. I ſhould 
- likewiſe have been in ſome Pain for Du; 
but that, excluſive of the Abatements that 
muſt be made on the Account juſt men- 
tion'd, I had receiv'd ſome. Information of 
the preſent State of Things in your College, 
which makes me venture to. congratulate 
the Nouth, who are under your Care, on 
their having a Director, who can defend 
bis Religion upon its true Bottom, the 
AUTHORITY OF | THE FATHERS, and yet is 
well affected to the yrEsENT ConSTITUTION. 
I make no doubt likewiſe but that there 
are yet Thouſands left amongſt us, in whom 
theſe Qualities are united, as well as in Du; 
that THis UNION of them is a Soleciſin 
only in the Doctor's CREED; and that 
even the CHarMans, the BERRIMAxS, and 
the STEBBINGS, can anſwer for themſelves 
on tbis Head. And though I do not think 
zndeed that the famous Charge of the fir/l 
of theſe Writers did either by its Strength, 
its Spirit, or its Perſpicuity, (as the“ Au- 
thor himſelf would perſuade us) e 
r the 


* Remarks on the Jeſuit-Cabal, p. 54. 
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and Spieen. 


" pe, 


the Envy or Reſentment of Dr; M=—72; 
yet {till that he is provoked by ſomething 


is 700 plain to be denied. And I think we 


may venture to "pronounce, without any 
Want of Charity, that the unmanly Reflex- 


ion on the DErENDERS oF EcCcLESIASTICAL 


AnTIQo1TY, is the unfortunate” Iſſue of a 
Conjunction of two much more natural 
Qualities than thoſe he has imputed to his 
Adverſaries, Which are e n Bngemuoits" Arti 3 


It would well this Treatiſe to a b 
larger Size than I intended, if I was to 
take notice of every Piece of Cunning diſ- 

15 through the little that the Doctor 

s yet thought fit to advance upon this 
Sabi. 1 ſhall therefore mention but one 


more, Which is his inſiſting on the Dia 
3 of Engli/h Di vines about the 


iſe Ar a of the Continuance of Miracles 
in = "Church, as a * BETRAYING' of the 
3 Cavsz,' by transferring theſe 


miraculous Powers, the pretended Enfigns 


of Truth and Orb into the Hands of 
their Enemies, Pol 


To which it may be cafficient buy to 


ſay, that if from the Divi/jon of the De- 


fenders of theſe Miracles amongſt hem 
ſelves, he thinks to prove the Indalidity of 
THEM ALL, We may eaſily prove the fame 


of 
* Introdu&. Diſc. Er. p. IT, 
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of cungriabiry rregsr, or indeed of ANY 
dan TxvTH iu xus WorLD. 

This Joft Conſideration has put me into 
a Train of grave thinking, and made me 
earneſt enough to expoſtulate with the Doc- 
tor on another thing 1 propoſed at firſt to 
conſider, which is the Weakneſs of his pre- 
«ſent Attempt, in whatever Light he be con- 
ſidered, either as Deiſt or Chriſtian. And 
as he has yet advanced nothing that can 
hinder us from believing him to be the lat. 

ter, let us conſider him 4s /uch. 

I The Doctor then on this Suppoſition. muſt | 
know that he is engaged in a DESIGN al- 
together oppoſite to the SENTIMENTS. and 
JuDGMENTS of the wisEsT CHRISTIANS | 

in the World, as well as the BesT-DISPOSED 
. in this Kingdom. Apd tho” 
he be ever /o ſincere himſelf in his Pro- 
feſſions, yet many Divijions and {ons 
tions muſt happen among Men, ma 
tractions muſt ariſe in the Minds of t 
zealous Profe Hours of the GosPEL, I 
'TH1s. SYSTEM, can take place. When 1 
ſay the Doctor muſt know this, I take it 
for granted, as well from his general Ac- 
guaintance with Mankind, as his more diſ. 
; agreable Experience of the Effet?s of Zeal, 
and his frequent Engagements in 7 5 
2uarrels, But if we were not ſure of thig, th 
above mentioned Arts, which we ſee he 8 
made uſe of to feften the Minds of Men, and 


d We. | 


(25). 
difpoſe them for the Reception of uts 


Seuxuz, ſufficiently demonſtrate how much 
he ſtood in need of them, 


What is here faid; is on a Suppe fe 


that CHRISTIAN ITY will receive No DE- 
TRIMENT from THIS SYSTEM. But if as 


Men generally think, and is N moſt in- 


conteſtably ſhewn, its yERY RUIN is con- 


nected with it; ſurely no good Cbriſtian 


would propagate or encourage it. For tho 
the Doctor may be perſuaded, that he is 
doing 10 Harm bumſelf; yet he muſt be ſure 
from what has been already ſaid, that 


others will not be of that Opinion; = 


which Number I 0h am a Layman, and 
no Ways prejudiced | in EccLEesiasTical Dis- 
PUTES, am @n unfortunate Example. I ſee 
with prophetic Eyes the DowNFALL or CaRI- 
STIANITY in every Heart, where THIS Sy- 


STEM - takes lace ; and thou h I do not af 
preſent think, | that I can be riet d out of 


my Fairtn, by the Slight of Mzv or DeviLs, 
yet no ons can anſwer for -himſel/, when 
the Age is univer/all Apoſtate, and all are 
carried down with the Stream of Example 
and prevailing Faſhion. 

But now if we conſider the Doctor as 


perſonating a Drisr, (which for Argument 


Jake only 1 ſuppoſe) he ſhould refie#, that 
it is not eaſy to introduce a better Religion 
than the preſent; and that he is hazard- 
; ang the Peace oF Socirv, and the SAFETY 


= or 


- 1 


( 26) 
| 
& or THE Coxsriruriox for @ Trifle, For 
4 what is it now, that can be juff Matter of 
Offence to a /incere Unbeliever? The Baal 
of Churcn PoweR is reduced; the Spirit 
of the CI ERV is broken; their former Nar- 
roꝛo-mindedneſs is enlarged; PER SECTION 


» | is aboliſhed; DAMNATORY CLAUSES Are ex- 
4 pleaded; MysrTERIESõ are not enforced; CREEDs 
13 are left to our own Interpretation; ARTI- 
1 CLES are not roughly impoſed; FAITH is 


E not abſurdly exalted; $8ucn POLITICAL No- 
| TIONS as were drawn from religious Syſtems, 

and diſturbed the PEAcs of the ComMu- 
NITY, are now u#verſally given up; and 
the Divine RIGHT of Kings, and the 
ABSOLUTE NEcxssITY of obeying them, 
are zow look'd upon by all as deſtructive 
To Soc ir x, and ſcandalous to the CIERGY. 
In ſhort, though a Man /ze&s Occaſion for 

_ Diſſatisfaftion, he muſt own that ſuch 
[ Moxartity is preached, and ſuch excellent 


Parts of CnrzsTIANITY are for the moſt 
part defended, as cannot well give thoſe 
any material Reaſon to complain, who are 
zealous Advocates for the RELICION of 
/ Nature. So that there is too much Rea- 
) ſon to doubt that this cutting up of Super- 
| tition will with the ſame Stroke wound 

"Society to its very Vitals. | 
I am not ſure that in this laſt Train of 
Reflexions there is not ſomething of Por 1- 
CY, that will not be reliſhed by 4 * 
"FI - 


Fam) 


of your primitive Turn, I need not how- 
ever make any Apology for it to the Door, 
Who has t ample a Portion of it himſelf 
to be offended with only this ſmall Specimen 
of it in another, Much let fiill need 1 
make any to his OpPOSERS, who are in ſuch 
cloſe Conjunction with the Doctor in this 
Point, though they are at Variance with 
him every where elſe, that one would ra- 
ther be tempted to believe them all a Sett 
of ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS diſputing for 
Victory in the Science of Guile and Diſſi- 
mulation, than CHRISTIANS endued with 
that Dove-like Simplicity and Singleneſs of 
Heart, which their Maſter commended. 
Thus for inſtance the AuTnor of the 
' - OBSERVATIONS on the INTRODUCTORY 
© Discourst aſſures his Readers, that it is“ 
aWokk of NO UsRE or SIGNIFICANCY tO 8, 
either as CHRISTIANS or PROTESTANTS 
and that he cannot ſee that Ty IS ＋ QUes- 
TION hath any thing to do with the D- 
FENCE OF CHRISTIANITY at large againſt 


IN FIDE ILS, or as it is generally received in 


PROrESsTAXT CHURCHES againſt thoſe of 
the RouisnH COMMUNION. ee 
Yet how much the very BEING of CRHRRI- 


STIANITY itſelf 7s concerned in THIS QUEs-. 
TION, has already been ſhewn ; and the 


D 2 | OBSER- 


* Remarks on Obſervations, c. . 
+ Obſervations on the Introd. Diſc. &c. p. 5. 25+ 


f 


N 


- (a) 


OßskRVAT OR HIMSELF, whe cannot ſes 
this thing bere, does yet in ſome other 
Places fee it in fo terrible a Light, that he 
farts back at it as it were _ Horrour. 
This will preſently be ſhewn more af 
large ; let us proceed to other Inſtances of 
HiszAnchicAI CRAFT. 

The * IntrRoDucToRY | Discourst, he 
ſays, advances nothing towards the Gene- 
RAL Conc. LUSION, but leayeFthe Queſti- 
on juſt as it found it. 

But if this Declaration be e how 
wall we account for the Conduct of this 
GENTLEMAN and his Fraternity ? What 


is the Reaſon of that Inundation of Pam 


pblets 17 a Drscounsx, that advances | 
2 Why is a Warrxx, as yet inn 
cent, y be rraduced by IxsIxUATIONS, or 
hunted down by Invectrives? And why | 
does THIS OBSERVATOR HIMSELF break his 
Reft to fight as it were the Air, and level 
bis Artillery againſt a Ch1mzra? Again, 
The Author Ju mention'd + declares 
in ſeveral Parts of his Book, that if not ſo 
much as oN TRUE MIRACLE could be 
found after the Days of the ArosTLEs, 
the FounDations of CHRISTIANITY 
vue | be quely 9 | = 
© Another 


* Remarks on oer Se. P- * 
Fr p. 8. | 
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(8 
Another Aurnox of the ſame Stamp, 
| ſpelking of a PARTICULAR MiracLE of the 
rirn CexnTuRy, ſays the ſame thing, when 
he affirms, that it * cannot be diſeredited 
without rejefting all Accounts of MIRA- 
er Es, except 7 Hoss of the SerreTURES. © 
\$ The Reaptk will excu/e me from ſhews 
ing again the Weakneſs of theſe Declara- 
tions; it has been repeated already 700 of> 
ten; and what T have now to do, is only 
to ſhew that they. do not come from the 
Heart; for which it might be ſufficient to 
obſerve, that it is not eaſy for Men that are 
at all vers'd in ANTIQUITY, and are of n 
Reputation for Learning to be ſo groſily de- 
ceived in fo plain a Point, and to be jo 
ignorant of onſequences that lye ſo open 
to the moſt incurious and ſuperficial — 
MINER. So that though THos: GENTIE- 
MEN may not aſſume to themſelves any great 
Merit from my CommenDaT10Nn, yet I muſt 
aſſure them that I have foo god an Opinion 
of their Sagacity to imagine them in Bar- 
neſt, and muſt compliment their Parts at 
the Expence of their Sincerity, 

I am ſenſible indeed that Parts and $a | 
gacity in ſome of THzs? WRrITERs are with 
many as diſputable and controverted Quali- 
ties as any that belong to them. Tt is well 
therefore that they have ſavd me the 

= Trouble. 
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1 
Trouble of bringing Inſtances of them from 


_ THEIR WRITINGS, by facking about to their 


true Intereſt, and aſſuring us themſelves that 
they know the Dancer full well. 


Thus, Sir, Dr. M——1 has before ob- 


ſerved of ownz of Tazs: AurRHORS, that * 
notwithſtanding the Declarations above- 
mention'd, he is perpetually inſinuating that 
the very Attempt to prove, what, when 


actually prov'd, he ffirms to be of no 


SIGNIFICANCY, is dangerous to the AuTro- 
RITY OF THE GOSPEL, and ſufficient to alarm 


all good Chriſtians with the Apprehenſions 
of its Conſequences, 


And of all the other Advocates of the 
PRIMITIVE Mix AcLEs he ＋ obſerves, that 
they cry out with oxz Voice, that he is 


_ overthrowing CHRISTIANITY ITSELF 3 and, 


whatever his Intention may be, he will 


carry us of courſe into Poyzxy or Scze- 


TICISM. © | 

Dr. M——2 calls this Incon ſiſtency, and 
on that Suppoſition has expos d it as it de- 
ſerves, In my humble Opinion it deſerves 


to be expos d on another Account, and a 
Worſe. As one would ſcarce give /o mild 


an Appellation to that Perſon's Conduct, 
ho ſhould endeavour to impoſe upon our 
Senſes, by aſſuring us that one while a 


* Remarks on Obſervations, 5 8. 
+ Id. p. 9. Defence of Dr. C--z's Charge. p. 46. | 


(32) 


thing was hot, another while that it was x. 
cold, another while that it was both, and "20 
another while that it was neither. 
The Doctor indeed has ſome Reaſon for 
a being merciſu. ere, and reſerving his'een- 
| £7 /ort of Reproaches to a fitter Occaſion, 
For he is in part embarktd with them in 
the /ame Deſgn, and would have it thought 
as well as they, that the moſt ab/urd of all 
their Declarations may be true. But as 
this 1s neither my Caſe nor yours, let us ſee 
whether we cannot aflign a more 22 
Cauſe of this Conduct, than mere nadver- 
; Zency or Blunder. 
The AvTHor: of the Ca re- 
marks towards the latter end with wonder . 
ful Gravity and Circumſpection, that if you „ 
* ſuppoſe the Fathers to be haſty or credu- 4 
Tous in theſe Reports, it will come but 16 þ 
little; becauſe they may yet competently 
ſerve for all the Uſes for which we want 
them; and let it be remember'd, that we 
want not their Judgment, but their Inte- 
grity. — But if it could be prov'd that the  * 
Fathers were Impoſtors and Forgers of Lies, 
S the -Conſequences may go à great way. yey 1 wif 
In this Declaration he ſeems to cxincs 
fone ſort of Apprehenſion, that the for- 
mer Part of this Charge on the Fathers. 
Bay be true, or at lent that it may be 
1 3 made 


. . See Introd. Diſcourſe, Se. p. 12% 
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Talents; ſo — * it would be altogether 


proper to ſecure @ Retreat betimes, and 


aflure the World, that in caſe of 4 Defeat 
in one Part of his Forces, CHRISTIANITY 
and its INTERESTS were ſafe. 

How indeed this Retreat is to be ſecu- 


? nd. and how a ſuitable Proviſion is to be 


made for it in the Conceſſion above- men- 
tion' d, is not very eaſy for an impartial 


oy By- ſtander to tell. For if the Fathers are 


ever allow'd to be /o credulaus or baſty as 
to admit xo ons MR ACI but waar Was 
FALSE, they might for the ſame Reaſon ad- 
mit into the Canon or \ScrieTuRE-NoO one. 


Book THAT was TRUE, And as there has 


already been ſhewn an exact Similitude 


ks, if the Relations of extraordinary 
Facts in THE ONE are «univerſally to be re- 


jected on account of any Defect in their 


Evidence, We can hardly be brought to 
acquieſce in THE OTHEK, which are liable 
to the ſame Exception. In ſhort, it ſeems 
to be of very little Conſequence, if the 
"Teſtimony of THESE. WRITERS is to be 
given up, to what it is owing ; it may al- 
moſt as well be ImrosTUREASCREDULITY, 

and BOTH TOGETHER, AS ANY ONE of them.. 
Our Aurnon however does not think fo, 
od I heartily wiſh him good Luck in the 
Management of this Font. 1 can — 
| n 


* 


&h => 
him that he will want it, when it is ſearch- 
ed to the Bottom. In the mean time it 
muſt be owned, that he behaves with can- 
Jummate Caution and Still; and that when 
even in hit on Opinion Matters are Co 
To EXTRBMITY, he is not oraly ſubuurd. If 
the Fa rRHERAS can be proved to te hiros ro 
and FoxokRS or LIESs, the Conſequences 
may go a great way. How far, it may 
be time enough to explain, when things are 
come #0 4 Criſis, and, in bis Expreſſion, Ix- 
FIDELITY HAS DONE ITS wok ; while this is 
doing, he may make uſe of every / pothible 
Advantage, "which either Art can Nl oat 
or good Fortune throw in his Way; ſome 
real Diſtinction may be diſcovered, or fome 
imaginary one invented; ſome JuckyThoug bt 
may clear up Matters; or ſome muddy One 
embroil them: At the worſt, it will be 
proper to obſerve, that he had bore his 
Teſtimony long ago both a ainſt the IXI 
PORTANCE and INSIGNIFICANEY: of Dru s 
SYSTEM, and had very (uſefully and di 
creetly contradicted inen on this 3 
Octafion, 

And now may. we not Ahn: Rill und 
obſerve with the Poet, O Wor ru 
SLIPPERY TurNs1'or in Words more proper 
for the Occaſion, O GO TA vA v, 
Mask! $9 varying, that though what has 
lately been advanced about one of the clear 


g r Points in erg ns ye the bons Doc- 
— 14 . 
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1 — of the Hz ATN PH11.0S0PHERS, has 


y'd; yet even 'SCEPTICISM 1I'TSELP 


3 exnnor diſpar it with us here. At leaſt it 


a Key that is altogether as neceſſary to un- 
heck the hidden Treaſures of the Maderits as 


their Predeceſſort; and the Obſcurity is 


cleared up, and the Embarraſi removed by 


this Method almoſt as well in the ONE 


SET OF MEN As THE OTHER. 


_ - Thus for inſtance, (as may be gather'd 
from the foregoing Account) the ExortriC 
Docraixx of Dr. M——# ſeems to be, that 


his Hypothefis-is a Defence of the PO S- 
TANT Rrlioiox a gainſt the CAT RHOLICN; 
the EsoTzaic, that it is Jubverſroe of bath : 
The ExoTzz1c,. that the Di/a Oe! 
amongſt Proteſtants about the . 

ance of Miracles in the Chriſtian Church 


is an Argument of their Invalidity the 


EsoTzx1c, that ſuch a Diſagreement | is not 
a Proof of Falſhood either in this Paint or 
any other : The ExoTzrac,' that an Attacb- 


ment to primitive Antiquity diſpoſes a Man 


to Por ER and DisarrecT10N : the EsorERIc, 


that it has 20 Connection with theſe bad 
Nralities at all: The ExorzRic, that ſuch 
Men as preſs him with the i// Aſpect his 


 Hypothefis bears to Chriſtianity, art Ix Ti- 


p=is in Diſguiſe : the EsorERIc, that they 


are ZEALOUS and RATIONAL 9 


juſt the ſame thing may be obſerved of 


SOME OF His OPPOSERS d they ſeem re- 


OS ; ſolved 


been peevifhly and pertinaciauſſy 


Axl finee their Time are Iitrosr uE the 


TH = 
ſolved not to be behirig-band with him ins 
2 fo neceſſary as Hypocriſy to their pre- 
| ent- Undertaking, Thus for inſtance, (as 
appears from what has been already ſaid) 
the ExoTzzic Doctrine of theſe Gentle- 
men is, that the  Introdut?. Diſeturſs is of 
no Sigmficancy either to CarH ies or FRO. 
TESrANTS : the ESoTERiC, that it is of the 
laft Importance to both: the Exorrxie, that 
it advances nothing. but leaves things juſt 
as it found them: the E$oTeric,” that it 
has already made, and is like to make fre - 


_ quent and dangerous Inroads into the Hearts 


of Men: The Exottxrc, that the Miraths 


of Chrift and his Apoſtles are ſafe, though 


£3 


Esor ERIC, that there is a frong and violent 
reſumption that AL of them maſt Hand 


bt all together: The Exotextc, that the 


1 


Canon of Scripture is ſecure, though the 
Doctor's Seng is admitted in its hm 


Extert : the EsorERIc, that on this Sup- 


 pofition we ein- never be furt either that 
the Apoſtles wrote their Books, nor diſtin- 
guiſh them from one another if they did. 


e eee, 
obſcure and F ſome of this latter 
Str or Mev, that they elade the Power of 
the do DbertrINE ITSELF, and defy us 
even with this Clue to trace the Mazes of 
their Hearts. Like rA In bis ex0teric 


\ 


F rects, with all his Juture Tranſmigration, 


K 2 | and 
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| «(2 ) 
and his Mire ; they not only in the ſame 


Book, but the ſame Breath at once alarm 
and pacify us with frequent Intimations of 


REAL DANGER, and of NONE. 


But it is high time to leave this ambiguous 
and evaſive Manner of deſcanting upon or 
of the moſt. important Truths in the World; 
and as it is the profeſſed Deſign of ruis 


TREATISE to bring both Parties to an E- 


clairciſſement, I muſt in the next place in- 
treat them to come to it, if Zh:s ſhould fail. 
I muſt inform them that there are Num- 
bers as well as myſelf that are not only 
offended with all the idle and inſignificant 
Parade. that has hitherto been made uſe 
of, but are impatient of having every 


thing relating to this Matter ſet in its true 


and genuine Light. I muſt inform them 
farther, that I am commyſſion'd by Tris 


ASSEMBLY to make the ſame Requeſt in their 


Name; that our Principles and Studies are 
ſuch as to make it worth their, while to 
oblige us; that we are in all Probability 

_ better fitted to form an impartial Judgment 


of their Proceedings, than the Generalzty, 
of their Readers; that we engage in this 
Diſpute neither as Car HOolics or PROTE- 
STANTS ; that we are of vo Scr, no PARTY, 
no ORDER of PRIESTS, and no Favourtrs of 


"THEIR SYSTEMS ; that the aubole of the Matter 
is, that we have yet /uch a Portion of true Re- 


ligion left as to make us ſallicitous about the 


Event 


ot Sm hs. hed 


(37) 
Event of the ESV QuzsTiON 3 and de- | 
firous of being inform'd by thoſe who are 8 

ſet over us as SPIRITUAL Gulpzs, whether 
we are any longer to be CHrIsT IANS or NO. 
But however the Gentlemen 3 
on may act, whether they will proſecute tit 
Subject in the Manner deſir d or not; it 
gives us a very ſenſibie Satisfaction to ſee 
Oe ſo well diſpos d to it in Du. It en- 
creaſes it to conſider that as Y ue already 
hit upon the true Method of Defence, you 
can purſue it to the End either in he Lan- 
guage you now make uſe of, or your dun. 
We look upon your UniversiTY at pre- 
ſent as the great Field from whence the 
WRITERS ON THIS SUBJECT are tO 
Much has been ſaid on it lately) by one 

who ſeems to have Ts MaTTER in his 
Power; but it is ſaid in a Manner ſo 
ſingular and uncommon, with a Caſt of 
Thought /o peculiar to himſelf, and with 
ſuch a Mixture. of his new Proed in al- 
molt every Page, that no Miliſtone about 
its Necł could more effectually contribute 
to fink the Work in my Opinion; and tho 
I find no Reaſon either to condemn 118 
 WairtzR's Intention, or diſpute his Skill ; 
yet I can never be reconciled to ſuch In- 
ventions in Religion, as have hitherto eſca- 
ped the Notice of every Chriſtian in the 
World. + 5 In 


to Popery not with greater 
innovating Plan. 


ulngneſs, than I do it to this 


5 A Phraſe of Archbiſhop Tilltor's, which be apply'd 
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In truth there is always in-ſach Caſes a 
violent Suſpicion that ſomething is wrong; 
and if I had agreed with the Aur non ve 
THE OBSERVATIONS ag well in other Senti- 
ments hs his Lyrwillingneſi to make what 
he: calls Ex EIA NTS in Divinity; the 
Subject of theſe - Sheets: would have been” 
mach contracted, that t. 

in the 
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